MEETING MINUTES OF
THE CITY OF ELOY
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Regular Meeting
Thursday, April 21, 2016
6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Natasha Tidwell called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL

Members Present:

Chairperson Natasha Tidwell
Vice Chairperson Marlo Schuh
Commissioner Gavino Rojas
Commissioner Felix Bermijo
Ex-Officio, J.W. Tidwell

Members Absent:
e None
Staff/Others Present:

e Jon Vlaming, Community Development Director
e Belinda Cruz, Planner
e Laura Lopez, Code Compliance Officer

INVOCATION

Chairperson Tidwell announced Commissioner Bermijo would lead the invocation.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairperson Tidwell led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE JANUARY 21, 2016 MEETING MINUTES OF
THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT.

Chairperson Tidwell called for a motion to approve the January 21, 2016 meeting
minutes. Vice Chairperson Schuh made a motion to approve the January 21, 2016,
meeting minutes of the Board of Adjustment. Commissioner Rojas seconded the motion.
The motion was approved unanimously 4 to 0.
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VI. NEW BUSINESS: POSSIBLE DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION ON THE
FOLLOWING:

A

PUBLIC HEARING TO ALLOW COMMENT FROM THE PUBLIC AND
INTERESTED PARTIES ON THE PROPOSED CASE NO. VA16-007:
VARIANCE REQUEST BY COOLEY FARMS, LLC ON BEHALF OF ITS
OWNERS TO ALLOW THE RE-LOCATION OF A SINGLE FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING UNIT TO PROVIDE SHELTER FOR A
SECOND EMPLOYEE TO OVERSEE THEIR AGRICULTURAL
OPERATIONS. THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF PHILLIPS ROAD AND ELEVEN MILE
CORNER ROAD ON PINAL COUNTY ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER
408-01-035B IN THE R1-6, MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL ZONING
DISTRICT. (PROJECT NAME: COOLEY VARIANCE REQUEST).

Mr. Jon Vlaming, Community Development Director, presented this item. He
explained this is a variance request by Cooley Farms. Collectively they own
approximately 640 acres, which is currently being operated as an agricultural use.
The applicant wishes to relocate a structure from the Gilbert area in order to
provide shelter for an employee who assists with the agricultural operations.

He said this is consistent with the zoning and will comply with the required
setbacks.

Mr. Vlaming said Staff has recommended four stipulations, which are included in
the staff report. There is also a letter in the report from the applicant stating why
the Board should consider the request.

Staff has received no comments regarding this Variance request.

Commissioner Rojas asked if this is a stick-built (framed) home or a mobile
home. Mr. Vlaming said it is a stick-built home. This residence has been used at
the Gilbert property for many years.

Commissioner Bermijo asked if these types of buildings are inspected. Mr.
Vlaming said the applicant would need to call in for an inspection from the Chief
Building Official’s Office and receive a green tag stating the relocation is in
compliance.

Vice Chairperson Schuh asked if the dwelling was already located on the
property. Mr. Vlaming said no. She asked if this unit would have its own septic
tank. Mr. Vlaming said he believes they will be using the existing septic tank.

Vice Chairperson Schuh asked why the Board of Adjustment needs to hear this
case rather than the having the Zoning Ordinance allow farms to have dwellings
for their employees. Mr. Vlaming stated the property is zoned R1-6 which allows
only one dwelling unit per 6,000 square foot lot. He said if the property had
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maintained the agricultural designation, the applicant would not be before the
Board.

Vice Chairperson Schuh asked when this property was rezoned. Mr. Vlaming
stated he believed in approximately 2005. The applicant was hoping to master
plan the property, but the recession occurred and therefore they were unable to
move forward and ultimately decided to continue farming the property.

Vice Chairperson Schuh asked if the property was no longer farmed, then the
second dwelling unit should not remain on the property. Mr. Vlaming asked if
she would like to propose an additional stipulation. She said yes.

Mr. Vlaming suggested the following stipulation: “If, in the event agricultural
operations cease on the subject parcel, the structure that has been approved shall
be removed from the premise within thirty (30) calendar days”.

He said this is a very large parcel, approximately 210 acres, and he asked the
Board how much agricultural use can remain. He proposed the following revised
stipulation: “If, in the event more than 50% of the agricultural operations cease
on the parcel in question, the subject structure shall be removed within thirty (30)
calendar days”.

Vice Chairperson Schuh and the Board members agreed to the stipulation.

Ex-Officio Tidwell stated this structure could be confused with a mobile home as
it is being moved in from another site. He asked for a definition for a mobile
home.

Mr. Vlaming stated he believes a mobile home is defined as not ground set. He
added this structure is set and must meet the setback requirements. Also, the
applicant will need to pull a permit to set the structure, which generates a building
inspection.

Commissioner Bermijo asked about the age requirements as far as relocating a
mobile home. Mr. Vlaming stated only a mobile home ten years old or newer can
be relocated.

Chairperson Tidwell opened the public hearing and asked if there were any
questions or comments from the public. With no one wishing to speak, the public
hearing was closed.

Chairperson Tidwell asked if there were any additional questions from the
members. There were none.

CONSIDER, DISCUSSION, AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE ELOY

CITY COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL, DISAPPROVAL, OR OTHER
ACTION ON CASE NO.: VAR16-007.
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Chairperson Tidwell called for a motion.

Vice Chairperson Schuh made a motion to approve VAR16-007 subject to the (5)
stipulations identified in the Staff Report. Commissioner Bermijo seconded the
motion. The motion passed with a vote of 4 to 0.

VIl. COMMUNICATIONS
Chairperson Tidwell called for Communications.

Mr. Vlaming stated there were none. He added that at this time there are no items
for next month’s meeting. He said if any items do come in, the Board would be
advised immediately.

Vice Chairperson Schuh asked what the date was when she attended the
ULI/AzPA Boards and Commission Conference. Mr. Vlaming stated that was in
December 2015, in Phoenix.

Vice Chairperson Schuh suggested that all Board members attend in the future as
it was very informative. She said the entire day was about Board of Adjustment
and she thoroughly enjoyed it and found it helpful. She thanked the City for
allowing her to participate in the session. Mr. Vlaming stated the Board would be
advised of the next session, which is now held every two years.

Mr. Vlaming reviewed term dates for the Board members and advised
Chairperson Tidwell that her term expires in August of this year. A
recommendation would need to be forwarded to the City Council if she wishes to
continue as a Board member.
VIIl. MOTION TO ADJOURN

With no further business, Chairperson Tidwell called for a motion to adjourn.
Vice Chairperson Schuh motioned to adjourn. Commissioner Rojas seconded the
motion. The motion was approved with a vote of 4-0.

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
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